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Hon. Jonathan S .  Adelstein, Commissioner 
FCC 
445 12th S t  SW 
Washington DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Adelstein. 

I have heard that the FCC is considering changing the broadcast ownership 
rules, that require large media conglomerates to allow opinions to be heard 
that differ from their own. Many of the corporations that are lobbying for this 
change are precisely the ones that have historically tried to exclude opposing 
viewpoints from being broadcast, specifically DisneyIABC and Viacomf CBS. 

This “censorship” from within the media is already evident in the way certain 
networks select and present material to support their own point of view. When 
a government restricts freedom of the press, we as a nation are very critical of 
that government. We expect our own media to stand firm for free, unbiased 
access to information, as many of them loudly claim to do when information is 
withheld from reporters. Freedom of the press is a principal of the American 
style of government. But when a private media company puts their own 
corporate “spin” on the news it is no longer a Democracy, but a Mediaocracy. 

These large corporations crave power, and in today’s world information is 
power: those who control information control political and economic power. 
Can we trust these entities to exercise this power wisely, and expect that what 
we hear and read is a fair and balanced reporting of the facts? Recent history 
warns us they are clearly not to be trusted at all. 

If the new proposed ”broadcast ownership” rules are adopted, independent 
voices in cities across the United States would be silenced by powerful media 
corporations. I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules, that 
protect American citizens from “mediaocracy.” 
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Dear Ms Abernathy, 
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I have heard that the FCC is considering changing the broadcast ownership 
rules, that require large media conglomerates to allow opinions to be heard 
that differ from their own. Many of the corporations that are lobbying for this 
change are precisely the ones that have historically tried to exclude opposing 
viewpoints from being broadcast, specifically Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. 

This “censorship” from within the media is already evident in the way certain 
networks select and present material to support their own point of view. When 
a government restricts freedom of the press, we as a nation are very critical of 
that government. We expect our own media to stand flrm for free, unbiased 
access to information, as many of them loudly claim to do when information is 
withheld from reporters. Freedom of the press is a principal of the American 
style of government. But when a private media company puts their own 
corporate “spin” on the news it is no longer a Democracy, but a Mediaocracy. 

These large corporations crave power, and in today’s world information is 
power: those who control information control political and economic power. 
Can we trust these entities to exercise this power wisely, and expect that what 
we hear and read is a fair and balanced reporting of the facts? Recent history 
warns us they are clearly not to be trusted at  all. 

If the new proposed “broadcast ownership” rules are adopted, independent 
voices in cities across the United States would be silenced by powerful media 
corporations. I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules, that 
protect American citizens from “mediaocracy.” 
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Hon. Michael J. Copps, Commissioner 
FCC 
445 12th St S W  
Washington DC 20554 

Dear Mr.Copps, 

I have heard that the FCC is considering changing the broadcast ownership 
rules, that require large media conglomerates to allow opinions to be heard 
that differ from their own. Many of the corporations that are lobbying for this 
change are precisely the ones that have historically tried to exclude opposing 
viewpoints from being broadcast, specifically Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. 

This “censorship” from within the media is already evident in the way certain 
networks select and present material to support their own point of view. When 
a government restricts freedom of the press, we as a nation are very critical of 
that government. We expect our own media to stand flrm for free, unbiased 
access to information, as many of them loudly claim to do when information is 
withheld from reporters. Freedom of the press is a principal of the American 
style of government. But when a private media company puts their own 
corporate “spin” on the news it is no longer a Democracy, but a Mediaocracy. 

These large corporations crave power, and in today’s world information is 
power: those who control information control political and economic power. 
Can we trust these entities to exercise this power wisely, and expect that what 
we hear and read is a fair and balanced reporting of the facts? Recent history 
warns us  they are clearly not to be trusted a t  all. 

If the new proposed “broadcast ownership” rules are adopted, independent 
voices in cities across the United States would be silenced by powerful media 
corporations. I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules, that 
protect American citizens from “mediaocracy.” 
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Hon. Kevin J. Martin, Commissioner 
FCC 
445 12th St SW 
Washington DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Martin, 

I have heard that the FCC is considering changing the broadcast ownership 
rules, that require large media conglomerates to allow opinions to be heard 
that differ from their own. Many of the corporations that are lobbying for this 
change are precisely the ones that have historically tried to exclude opposing 
viewpoints from being broadcast, specifically Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. 

This “censorship” from within the media is already evident in the way certain 
networks select and present material to support their own point of view. When 
a government restricts freedom of the press, we as a nation are very critical of 
that government. We expect our own media to stand firm for free, unbiased 
access to information, as many of them loudly claim to do when information is 
withheld from reporters. Freedom of the press is a principal of the American 
style of government. But when a private media company puts their own 
corporate “spin” on the news it is no longer a Democracy, but a Mediaocracy. 

These large corporations crave power, and in today’s world information is 
power: those who control information control political and economic power. 
Can we trust these entities to exercise this power wisely, and expect that what 
we hear and read is a fair and balanced reporting of the facts? Recent history 
warns us they are clearly not to be trusted at  all. 

I f  the new proposed “broadcast ownership” rules are adopted, independent 
voices in cities across the United States would be silenced by powerful media 
corporations. I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules, that 
protect American citizens from “mediaocracy.” . ---7 
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May 7,2003 

Hon. Michael Powell, Chairman 
FCC 
445 12th S t  SW 
Washington DC 20554 

Dear Mr. Powell, 

I have heard that the FCC is considering changing the broadcast ownership 
rules, that require large media conglomerates to allow opinions to be heard 
that differ from their own. Many of the corporations that are lobbying for this 
change are precisely the ones that have historically tried to exclude opposing 
viewpoints from being broadcast, specifically Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. 

This “censorship” from within the media is already evident in the way certain 
networks select and present material to support their own point of view. When 
a government restricts freedom of the press, we as a nation are very critical of 
that government. We expect our own media to stand firm for free, unbiased 
access to information, as many of them loudly claim to do when information is 
withheld from reporters. Freedom of the press is a principal of the American 
style of government. But when a private media company puts their own 
corporate “spin” on the news it is no longer a Democracy, but a Mediaocracy. 

These large corporations crave power, and in today’s world information is 
power: those who control information control political and economic power. 
Can we trust these entities to exercise this power wisely, and expect that what 
we hear and read is a fair and balanced reporting of the facts? Recent history 
warns us they are clearly not to be trusted at all. 

If the new proposed “broadcast ownership” rules are adopted, independent 
voices in cities across the United States would be silenced by powerful media 
corporations. I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules, that 
protect American citizens from “mediaocracy.”b 
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